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Defensive Counterair Operations

destroyed or damaged. Redundancy includes
dual, contingency, o backup capabilities that

and rotary-wing aircraft (manned and
) and missiles. Missiles pose a

can assume primary mission functions, in
whole or in part, upon failure or degradation
of the pnimary system.

f Detection and Warning Systems.
Timely detection and warning of air and
mussile threats provide maximum reaction
time for friendly forces to seek shelter or take
appropriate action. Connectivity for
communications and sensor systems is vital
for accurate and timely warning. A
combination of air-, space-, and surface-based
detection and communication assets should
be established to maximize detection and
waming. “All clear” procedures should also
beestablished to notify forces whena waming
1s false or the threat no longer exists.

g2 Dispersal. Dispersal complicates the
enemy’s ability to locate, target, and attack
friendly assets.

h. Mobility. Mobilty reduces vulnerability
and increases survivability by complicating
enemy surveillance, reconnaissance, and
targeting

Active Air Defense

Active air defense is direct defensive
action taken to destroy, nullify, or reduce
the effectiveness of hostile air and missile
threats against friendly forces and assets.

4

surface-to-air weapon systems through
coordinated detection, identification,

and engagement of
air and missile threats is necessary to counter
enemy attacks. Rapid, reliable, and secure
means of identification within the airspace
control area are critical to the survival of
friendly forces.

a. Active Air Defense Targets. The
primary active air defense targets are fixed-

significant challenge since they are often
difficult to detect and destroy after launch.
They can be employed from long ranges. in
all types of weather, and without the support
and manpower required for aircraft. Ballistic
missiles, whether employed in high or low
altitude trajectories, also present unique
problems, including high velocities and short
reaction time.

b. Active Air Defense Operations.
Successful active air defense requires the
integration of all appropriate defensive forces
and weapon systems within a theater or JOA.
Active air defense operations are designed
to protect selected assets and forces from
attack by destroying enemy aircraft and
missiles while in flight. These operations are
subject to the weapons control procedures
established by the AADC. When possible,
the AADC should arrange a layered defense
plan to allow multiple engagement
opportunities for friendly forces. EW may
also be employed to disrupt or destroy
guidance systems. Active air defense
operations include the following.

* Area Defense. Area defense uses a
combination of weapon systems (e.g.,
aircraftand SAM) to defend broad areas.

Point Defense. Point defense protects
limited areas, normally in defense of vital
elements of forces or installations. For
example, 2 SAM unit positioned to
protect an airfield is considered point
defense.

+ Self-Defense. Self-defense operations
allow friendly units to defend themselves
against direct attacks or threats of attack
through the use of organic weapons and
systems. The right of self-defense is
inherent to all ROE and weapons control
procedures.
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