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Disruption of information infrastructures can have a severe impact on the well-being of a
nation, in terms of economic costs as well as through indirect physical damage or societal
unrest, To reduce the risk of disruption of information infrastructures, a key issue is to identify
which information infrastructure elements are critical to the nation and which information
infrastructure elements are merely 'very important’, Separating critical elements from other
elements of information infrastructures enables nations to focus protecfive
critical elements and to maintain national security effecfi
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